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The Miniſtry of the GospE 1. a good Work: 


SERMON 


Preached at the 


ORDINATION 


OF THE 


Rey. Mr. DAN IEI HARSON, 


AT 
Moreton-Hampftead, Devon, 
July 27. 1737. 

| _By STEPHEN TOW GOOD, -# 


To which is added, a 


CHAR G E 


De ivered on the fame Occaſion, 
* By HENRY RO E. 


L ON D O N 


Printed for RI HARD Fox b, at the Angel over 
againſt the Compter ; and Jon N GRAx, at the 
Croſs-Keys; both in the Poultry. Mpccxxxv11. 
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1 TI U. iii. I. 


This is a true ſaying, if a an defire 
the office of a biſhop, he defireth a 
K work, 


{HE W I have 3 for 
the ſubject of my diſcourſe 
re on this ſolemn occaſion, are, 
you ſee, introduced by the 
| Apoſtle with a particular re- 
commendation of them to our notice and 
attention: This is à true ſaying. *Tis a pro- 
poſition of unqueſtionable certainty, demand- 
ing a ready aſſent and ſerious regard, as con- 
taining matter of conſiderable weight and 
importance: Which will appear as I pro- 
ey in OO _— OL, . 
a 11513 
Fin, Waar is W the office of a 
bite. 


A 2 Secondly, 


＋ 3k Anif of the Goſpel 


| Secondly, THz dation of it under 
| | the notion of a work, 


5 Mirdh THE. defire and inclination to this 
office and wor“ in the perſons who un- 
dertake it, which is here 9 


| Ruurthh, Tn E comprehenfive 8 8 
inducement to ſuch a defire and under- 
taking, which is here mentioned, viz. 
that tis a good work, 

Firſt, I am to conſider the i import f theſe 
words, the office of a biſhop, and ſhew briefly 
what is intended thereby, The word 9mm, 
thus tranſlated, ſignifies in general, inſþetiion 
or over/ight. Accordingly thoſe: who were 
ſet oyer the workmen imployed in repairing 
the temple, are by the Greek tranſlators ealled, 
ige, Overſeers H But in the New-Teſta- 
ment the word e the miniſterial office. 
The perſons ſuſtaining it, (whoſe buſineſs is 
to preſide in a particular congregation of 
Chriſtians) are diſtinguiſhed from others by 


a variety of names and characters, all.'m- 
NA 


- 


* 2 Chron, xxxiv. I2, 17. 


; 52 2 8 45 porting 


4 good Work 5 
porting the ſame with what we now under- 
ſtand by a Goſpel-mini/ter, 
 THrarT there is ſuch a divine appoint- 
ment of the office of the miniſtry, is an im- 
portant truth ; not at all the leſs evident for 
that it has been exploded by ſome, who 
pretend to greater freedom of thought and 
enquiry than others. Tis a dictate of natu- 
ral light and common reaſon, that there 
ſhould be ſome appointed to lead in the pub- 
lick offices of devotion, and to inſtruct, ad- 
moniſh, exhort and comfort others, accord- 
ing to their ſeveral circumſtances, which re- 
quire ſuch afliſtance ; and that proper perſons 
ſhould be choſen, who are duly qualified for 
fuch ſervice, and inclined to devote themſelves 
to it. Nor can we, who believe the divine 
authority of the Scriptures, queſtion whether 
it be agreeable to the divine will, for a parti- 
cular order of men to be ſet a-part to tlie 
miniſterial office, while we find their diſtinct 
work ſpecified, and qualifications deſcribed, 
the duties of the people towards them en- 
Joined,” and the continuance of the office to 
the end of the world plainly declared and 
provided for; which things tis befide my 
preſent purpoſe to enlarge upon. Nor will-E 
ad 8 other particular proof hereof, than 
g 1 


Re 
r 
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that expreſs text; He gave ſome apoſtles, and 


ſome prophets, and ſome evangeliſts, and ſome 
paſtors and teachers, for the perfetting of the 
ſaints, for the work of the miniſtry, for the 
edifying of the body of Chriſt x. He appointed 
both extraordinary and ordinary officers in 
his church: The former, vig. apoſtles, pro- 
phets, evangeliſts, (who were furniſhed with 
extraordinary - gifts and powers) for ſpecial 
purpoſes and ſeaſons; the latter, viz, pa- 
tors and teachers, for ſtanding uſe and benefit. 
And as long as Chriſt has a church in the 
world to be built up, ſo long there muſt be 
a ſet of men, whoſe ſpecial buſineſs it is to 
attend that momentous affair. 

Now theſe officers in the church are fre- 
quently. called b;/bops or overſeers, as well as 


preſbyters or elders; nor does any diſtinc- 


tion between theſe, two appear in the New 
Teſtament, nor do we find the latter repre- 
ſented as an order of men ſubordinate and 
inferior to the former. So that to thoſe 
who believe the word preſbyter in Scripture 
to be a name of office, the identity of the 
office denoted by the names preſbyter and 
biſhop, one would think ſhould be very evi- 
dent. In this chapter, which my text begins, 
intl  18Eph. iv. 11, Kc. bbs 

dent. 
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the apoſtle lays down the qualifications of bi- 
ſhops and deacons, without faying any thing 
of preſbyters ; whom 'tis not at all likely he 
would have omitted, had they been a different 
ſort of perſons from thoſe intended by bi- 
ſhops. Accordingly we find that the ſame 
endowments and accompliſhments are re- 
quired in both: For this cauſe (ſays the ſame 
apoſtle to Titus) I left thee in Crete, that thou 
fhouldſt ordain preſbyters in every city. If any 
{viz. that is to be ordained a preſbyter) be 
blameleſs------for a biſhop muſt be blameleſs x. 
What force, or pertinence, or ſenſe would there 
be in this reaſoning, if Sieb and preſbyter 
ſignified perſons of a diſtin order? And 
how can it be ſuppoſed the apgſtle would 
have thus expreſſed himſelf, if he had known 
any ſuch diſparity between them as ſome 
imagine? Thus likewiſe the preſbyters of 
Epheſus are called b;/hops, and to them the 
overſight of the church in that place is com- 
mitted, Paul ſent to Epheſus, and called 
the preſbyters of the church, and when they 
were come to him, he faid, Take heed to your 
ſelves, and to all the flock over which the Holy 
Ghoſt hath made. you «miozres biſhops , as the 
word is rendered every where elſe. Accord- 
„ Tit. i. 5, 6, 7. + Ads xx. 28. 

| ingly, 


[ 


8 The Minſiry of the Goſpel 

ingly, St. Peter exhorts the miniſters of the 
ſcattered Fews, whom he ſtiles preſbyters, to 
feed the flock of God, taking the ouerſigbi there- 
of *, «mownwres, acting the part of biſhops. 
They were to diſcharge the epiſcopal office, 
and to perform all the duties belonging to it, 
Agreeably hereto, we find that Timothy had 
the miniſterial office or gift conferred on him, 
by the laying on of the hands of the preſbytery or 
company of preſbyters, or elders, i. e. miniſters, 
Nor does it ſeem reaſonable to ſuppole that St. 
Paul's impoſition of hands on Timothy, men- 
tioned 2 Ep. i. 6. rendered his ordination valid, 
as ſome aſſert : For, as tis not improbable this 
refers to the extraordinary gifts of the Holy 
Ghoſt, which the apoſtles alone had the power 
of conferring, ſo if it be granted, that St. Paul 
there ſpeaks of Timothy's ordination, yet 'tiscer- 
tain Timothy did not receive his inveſtiture from 
lim alone, but from the whole: body of pref- 
byters. And, doubtleſs, preſbyters (who are 
the only goſpel-miniſters and paſtors by di- 
vine appointment) are in all ſucceeding ages 
: empowered and authorized to ſet apart qua- 
liſtied perſons to the fame ſacred office, there 
. no one e eee as. Ph wax 


* 355 


17 | Pet. Y. fs 


biſhops, 
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biſhops, from which preſbyters are ſecluded. 


The time will not allow me to expatiate on 
this argument, in juſtification of the preſent 
ſolemnity. Theſe few hints may ſuffice to 
ſhew that our proceedings are warrantable, and 
thoſe men unreaſonable, who would invalidate 
and nullify our orders and adminiſtrations, 
and poſſeſs people with an opinion, that we 
are irregular and ſacrilegious uſurpers of the 
office; and have no right to act as miniſters, 
particularly in ordaining others, not being or- 
dained ourſelves, becauſe not by dioceſan bi- 
ſhops, which the Holy Scripture (whereby we 
defire to govern our practice) knows ET 
of. Thus you ſee what is meant by the of- 
fice of a biſhop, mm in my text. I 
proceed 


Secondly, 'T o conſider the repreſentation of 
it under the notion of a work. Fa man de- 
fire the office of a biſhop, he defireth, 'tis not 
ſaid a good preferment, but a good work: 
not the honours and advantages of this world, 
but uſeful employment and labour in the 
church of Chriſt. Barnabas and Saul were 
by the direction of the Holy Ghoſt, ſepa- 
8285 for the work whereunto be had called 

B them, 
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them *, the work of the miniſtry. Nor do 
| thoſe deſerve the name of miniſters, who in 
their general conduct make it appear that 
they forget the import of that name; and 
neglect the proper duties of their function. 
This ſacred office is not to be conſidered as 
a poſt of eaſe and ſelf- indulgence, or of 
earthly grandeur and glory, but of diligent, 
humble ſervice. Thoſe that are put into it, 
are to look upon themſelves as workmen, and 
obliged to approve themſelves workmen that 
need not to be aſhamed. They are to labour in 
the word and doctrine, not taking ſtate upon 
themſelves, inſtead of looking well to their 
people, but being ever willing to ſpend and 
and to be ſpent for them. They are their 
ſervants for Jeſus ſake F, and as ſuch called 
to work and labour, not to trifle and loiter; 
not to give up themſelves to a lazy, unthink- 
ing, unactive courſe of life, or to enjoy the 
profits of their ſtation without any due returns 
of care for their peoples ſouls. 

MiINIST ERS are called paſtors and /ſhep- 
berds; implying conſtant labour and tender 
care in feeding and guarding the flock ; they 
are watchmen, and fo continually OG to 

Acts xiit, 2. + 2 Cor. iv. 5. | 

| obſerve 


/ 
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obſerve the dangers to which their people are 
expoſed, and to give them proper cautions 
and warnings. They are labourers in the 
Lord's vineyard, and fo are to take pains in 
planting, watering, and cultivating it, that it 
may bring forth much fruit. They are builders, 
and muſt be careful to lay a good foundation, 

14 and raiſe an anſwerable ſuperſtructure, that 
they may edify the church of Chriſt: not 
building with <o90d, hay and ſtubble, with their 
own uſeleſs and worthleſs fancies and inven- 
tions, but with gold, ſilver, and precious ſtones ; 
the valuable and important truths of the Goſ- 
pel,in their native purity, ſimplicity and beauty, 
without any corrupt mixtures, remembering 
that every man's work ſhall be made manifeſt x. 
They are called fo/d:ers, whoſe buſineſs it is 
to fight againſt the powers of darkneſs, and 
all their inſtruments and agents; to ſtrive to 
ſubdue the luſts of men, and conquer their 
prejudices. againſt religion, by the moſt pa- 
thetick moving addreſſes to them, the cloſeſt 
reaſonings and moſt. earneſt expoſtulations 
with them, and moſt importunate prayers to 
God for them. They are earneſtly to contend 
for the faith that was once delivered to the 
ſaints +, and being ſet for the defence of the 

* 1 Cor. i. 12, + Jude 3. 


B 2 Goſpe l, 


12 The Miniſtry of the Goſpel 

Goſpel *, they are to maintain the truths of 
it ial all oppoſition ; endeavouring, with a 
ſerious concern, the conviction of gainſayers, 
and the confirmation of the doubting and 
wavering : not failing to ſet before their people 
the evidences of chriſtianity, with the prin- 
ciples and duties of it, and the reaſonableneſs 
of believing what is revealed, and obſerving 
what is enjoined ; that they may be ſound in 
the faith, and may not deny the Lord that 
bought them; but practically own him for 
their /ole maſter, and chearfully ſubmit to his 
authority, without being influenced by thoſe 
who ariſe, ſpeaking perverſe things to draw 
away diſciples after them, | to take men off 
from their regards to the great Teacher and 
Head of the church ; that 'they may follow 
them rather than him, who alone has a right 
to preſcribe to them. Thus they are to preach 
Chriſt (i. e. the Goſpel of Chriſt) warning 
every man, and teachi ng every man with all 
w/dom +, (which requires much labour and 
ſtudy) that they may preſont every man per- 
fed in Chriſt Jeſus ; not neglecting to flir up 
the gift that is in them, but giving attendance 
to reading, and exhortation, meditating on theſe 
things, and giving themſelves wholly to them £3 


L. Fly. 15. T Gol. 1. 8. + 1 Tim, iv. Vane | 
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being inſtant in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon, re- 


* proving, rebuking, exhorting wwitÞ all long- 


ſuffering and doctrine *,-----—Such is the mi- 
niſterial work, concerning which I muſt not 
enter farther into particulars under this head 
of diſcourſe; but go on to conſider, 


Thirdly, Tas defire and inclination to this 
office and work in the perſon who undertakes 
it, which is here ſuppoſed : 1* a man defire 
the office, &c. Thoſe that enter into this ſer- 
vice, muſt willingly offer themſelves to it, and 
engage in it with chearfulneſs. The work 
of the miniſtry muſt be the object of dere: 
nor will our Lord have any employed in it, 
who are not free to it. The queſtion pro- 
poſed to thoſe who come for holy orders in 
the church of England, is, © Do you truſt 
« you are inwardly moved by the Holy 
* Ghoſt to take upon you this office and 
« miniſtration, to ſerve God for the pro- 
* moting of his glory, and the edifying his 
<« people? The anſwer conſtantly given to 
* this queſtion is; I truſt ſo.” Thoſe that give 
it are concerned to enquire whether they are 
fincere in doing it; nor ſhould any take this 
office upon them, without fuch an inclina- 


* 2 Tim. iv, 2. 
tion 
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tion to it, as reſults from a ſenſe of the ex- 
cellence and importance of it, and a hope 
of being ſerviceable to the intereſts of religion, 
which they ſhould have much more at heart 
than any worldly emoluments or acquiſitions 
attending it. And though ſerious conſider- 
ing perſons, who are leaſt apt to be deter- 
mined hy ſuch ſiniſter views, are many times 
moſt apt to draw back from it, and decline 
it, under deep impreſſions of the awfulneſs 
and difficulty of it, and a humble ſenſe of 
their unfitneſs for it, crying out with the 
apoſtle, Who is ſuffictent for theſe things *? yet 
their backwardneſs before they undertake it is 
overcome, and ſuch a prevailing willingneſs 
wrought in them to apply themſelves to the 
miniſterial work, that, in a ſober ſenſe, they 
may ſay, they hope they are moved to it by 
the Holy Ghoſt. W 
Moes was at firſt very loth to accept the com- 
miſſion God charged him with, and to go on 
the errand he ſent him upon. He multiplies 
objections and excuſes, which God (though 
we are told his anger was kindled againſt 
him) condeſcended to anſwer, reaſoning and 
arguing the matter with him, till he had 
overcome him . The prophet Jaiab dil- 


* 2 Cor. ii. 16. + Exod. iv. : 
covered 
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covered a greater willingneſs to engage in the 
ſervice for which God deſigned him: I heard 
a voice of the Lord, ſaying, whom ſhall T ſend, 
and who will go for us? then ſaid I, bere am 
J, fend me*, © Give mea commiſſion and 
6 full inſtructions, and I'll readily go; im- 
e ploy me about what work thou ſeeſt fit, 
* make what uſe of me thou pleaſeſt ; III 
make no objections or demur, but forth- 
* with comply with the intimations of thy 
e will, depending on thine aids.” He was 
not preſſed into the ſervice, but a volunteer 
in it: and this every miniſter of Chriſt muſt 
be, taking the overſight of the flock not by 
conſtraint, but willingly, not for filthy lucre, 
but of a ready mind . Our Maſter demands 
the heart, and if that be witheld from him; 
if thoſe that take the character upon them, 
have no love or liking to the ſervice, but are 
wholly influenced: by other conſiderations, 
as there's no probability of their doing much 
good, ſo they have in reality no miſſion or 
call to the miniſtry; as all thoſe have, 
who being duly qualified for it, defire to be 
engaged in it, and unfeignedly dedicate them- 
ſelves to it; Providence giving them an op- 
Portunity for the exerciſe of it. So that the 
i * Ifaiah vi, 8. ＋ 1 Pet, v. 2. 101381 
Ez | buſineſs 
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buſineſs of ordainers is to declare thoſe mia 
niſters of Chriſt, who were really ſo before; 
not properly to give them their commiſſion, 

which they are unable to do, but by ſuch a 
publick teſtimony of their approbation of 
them, to recommend them to the approba- 
tion and eſteem of the people; and to the 
bleſſing of heaven, by their united, fervent \ 
prayers for them. And this is ſufficient to 
give all Chriſtians ſatisfaction of the truth of 
their church's miniſtry and ordinances, with- 
out flying up into the clouds (as one ſpeaks) 
and inventing the myſteries” of uninterrupted 

facceſſion, indelible characters, and the like. 
Nor, indeed, could there be the impoſition 
of a thouſand epiſcopal hands with the ut- 
moſt ſolemnity, would that be an effectual 
conveyance of miniſterial powers, where the 
mentioned difpofition, inclination, and ſelf 
dedication are wanting. Some fuch ſolemn 
rite is highly proper and requiſite to preſerve 
order, to ſecure the miniſtry from contempt, 
and promote the great ends of religion, by 
preventing the intruſion of ignorant pretenders, 
But how it can give any one a proper au- 
thority to act as à miniſter of Chriſt whats 
ever he be in his heart, and how little diſpo- 


Mien ſoever he lias to the miniſterial work, is 
hard 
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hard to conceive. There muſt be a defira 
of this office as well as a fitneſs for it in 
thoſe who, are duly call'd to it ; an inclina- 
tion to the /ervice ariſing from a conviction of 
its value and uſefulneſs ; and a free and vo- 
luntary purpoſe of being employed with a 
neceſſary diligence in ſo good a work, in 

'E hope of anſwerable ſucceſs, But this leads 
me to conſider, 


1 | The comprehenſive motive or 
inducement to this deſire and undertaking, 
viz, that it is a good work. And God grant 
that the conſideration of it as ſuch, may have 
ſome good effect upon us. Lis then, 

I. A 600D, that is, an honourable work. 
The imployment of zolpel- miniſters is truly 
noble and ſublime; and it well becomes, and 
indeed greatly concerns them, to think highly 
of that, while they think meanly of rhem- 
ſelves. When St. Paul was commiſſioned to 
be a preacher of the Goſpel to the Gentiles, 
there were thoſe that vilify'd him, and the of- 
fice he bore; but he, while he. cantider'd 
himſelf as If than the leaſt of all faints, and 
not worthy to be, an Apoſtle, yet magnify'd his 
mini fry x Whatever, others thought of it, 


5 Zan 13. * 
C he 


18 The Miniſtry of the Goſpel 

he look d upon it as honourable, And fo it is 
ftill; for every faithful miniſter not ſerves 
the fame great maſter the Apoſtles did, and 
is employ'd in the ſame ſort of work, 
preaching the ſame glorious and everlaſting 
Gofpel which they preach d, and er deavour- 
ing to ſpread the ſame excellent religion which 
they propagated in ſo wonderful a manner, 
through an almighty energy accompanying 
their miniſtrations. A religion attended with 
the moſt unconteſtable proofs of its truth and 
heavenly original, and bearing the moſt il. 
luſtrious characters of divinity upon it. The 
miniſters of this religion can't be thought by 
any who have juſt ſentiments of things, to 
have taken upon them a low and contemp- 
tible office. They are ſervants, tis true; but 
their work is of a ſpiritual nature, and does 
not immediately relate to the concerns of a 
petiſhing body, and a tranſient world. They 
ferye under the King of Kings, who makes 
uſe of them in effecting the great purpoſes 
of His grace, Their bufineſs is to tranſact. 
the moſt motnentous and concerning affairs 
between Godand men. They are charg d with 
the "counſels and bes” of heaven, and 
with thevaſt and important (intereſts of im- 
mortal ſouls, Their maſter ſends them upon 
It « * 
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the ſame noble deſign, on which he himſelf 
appeared in the world, namely, to demoliſh 
the kingdom of the devil, and eſtabliſh his 
own upon the ruins of it. Their miniſtry 
is converſant about no lower concerns than the 
life and happineſs, the perfection and glory of 
the moſt excellent. beings in the viſible cre- 
ation. Tis intended to illuſtrate and diſplay 
the adorable attributes of God, in the won- 
derful recovery and ſalvation of loſt man. 
They have the honour fo be workers together 
with him in the buſineſs of reconciling ſin- 
ners to himſelf; and being the angels of the 
churches, they are the glory of Ghrift *. "Tis 
in his name they officiate, by his authority, 
and for the advancement of his honour, as 
well as the moſt. valuable intereſts of thoſe 
for whom he died. They purſue the com- 
miſſion he gives them, and tis in his moſt 
glorious cauſe they are ingag d, while they 
ſet themſelves to pull down the ſtrong-holds 
of fin, and to perſuade men to make a right 
uſe of their noble faculties and powers, to 
maintain a due ſubjection to their Maker, and 
dominion-over themſelves, and ſo to act agree- 
ably to the original intention of their being, 
and the invariable dictates of eternal rea- 


2 Cor. viii. 23. 
C 2 ſon 
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ſon and truth. They have the honour to 
preach the unſearchable riches of Chrift, and 
to make known to men the manifold wiſdom 
of God, and that true which paſſeth Knowledge; 
and to lead them into an acquaintance with 
thoſe things which the angels defire to look into. 
In a word, they have the honour to be the 
inſtrumental cauſes of that glorious change, 
which appears when ſouls are form'd to a di- 
vine likeneſs, and the excellence of a divine 
power is manifeſted in turning finners from 
the error of their ways, and engaging them 
in purſuits worthy the ambition of reafonable 
creatures defign'd: for immortality. 80 good 
and honourable a [+ fon Is _ of * mi- 
niſtry. 

2. *T1s good, that 3 is, oeafilable, I dont 
mean that tis generally attended with con- 
fiderable worldly advantage, or that a man 
by undertaking the miniſtry is likely to do 
himſelf much good in this reſpect. There are 
thoſe indeed who, by a practice which ſome 
of their own greateſt and beſt divines have 
freely condemn'd, don't ſeruple to enrich 
themſelves; who make it their buſineſs to 
add living to living (as if this were a chief 
part of the good work to which they are 
call'd) committing the charge of their ad- 

ditionat 
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ditional flocks to others, whom they allow but 
a ſmall part of a large income for performing 
the ſervice, in conſideration of which the 
whole of it is ſuppos d to be due: as if any 
beſides the labourer were worthy of the re- 
ward, and it were not a dictate of common 
ſenſe and common honeſty, that the work 
and wages ought to go together. Such as theſe 
are to be excepted, who find the miniſte- 
ral oftice very profitable on a ſecular account. 
But as to others, who have no inclination, 
whatever opportunity they may have, to 
drive ſuch a trade, and make merchandize of 
ſouls ; they for the moſt part, can have no ra- 
tional expectation of any great matters of this 
fort, nor will they envy thoſe that have ſuc- 
ceeded in ſuch attempts, while they conſider 
the 2work they are employ'd in as very advan- 
tagious upon an infinitely more valuable ac- 
count, and themſelves as - negotiating the 
greateſt concerns, and ingaged in the purſuit 
of the moſt uſeful deſign: For the office they 
bear is really a publick bleſſing, calculated 
to promote the true welfare of mankind, 
and to make people happy in both worlds. 
Their buſineſs is, to invite and exhort to the 
practice of that godlineſi, 'which- 1s profitable 
* 
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fer all things; to all thoſe inſtances of duty 
and obedience to the divine commands, which 
are neceſſary to the ptoſperity and peace of 
political bodies, and particular perſons; to 
thoſe methods of management, which are 
conducive to our health, the ſucceſs of our 
affairs, and our good name and reputation in 
the world; to that temperance, ſobriety 
and purity, which are the beſt preſervatives 
againſt painful and mortal diſc ZT Tem 
all ſuch exceſſes as are prejudicial to nature; 
to that prudence, diligence, and induſtry, 
in our imployments, and that juſtice and 
Honour, in our dealings and commerce with 
one another, which are favourable to our tem- 
poral acquiſitions; to that humility, meek- 
neſs, patience, ſelf-denial, univerſal benevo- 
lence, and beneficence, which have a friend- 
ly aſpect on the ſafety, and quiet, and com- 
fort of life, which are the beſt ſecurity from 
all injuries and miſchiefs, and the beſt reme- 
dy and relief under all the unavoidable cala- 
mities and .miſeries of life; The more im- 
mediate buſineſs of miniſters ( fay) is to teach 
and invite people thus to conſult their own 
advantage in this world; and thus to ſecure 
to themſelves an inconceivable and endleſs 


* Tim. iv. 8. 


felicity 
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felicity in a better: to urge upon them all 
thoſe conſiderations which fſeripture and rea- 
fon ſuggeſt, to prevail with them, if poſſible, 
to be wiſe for themſelves, and thus aſſiſt 
them in proſecuting the greateſt good, and 
ſhunning the greateſt evil, in gaining an in- 
tereſt in the divine favour now, and an ad- 
miſſion at laſt into the divine bliſsful pre- 
ſence, which is the conſummation of all the 
chriſtian's wiſhes and hopes: in obtaining the 
ſatisfying and moſt deſirable evidences of the 
full pardon of their numberleſs offences by 
the blood of Jeſus, and their exemption from 
the final ſentence of condemnation, and 
their falvation from wrath thro' him ; from all 
the penal effects and conſequences of ſin 
in a future ſtate of diſtance from God; 
from the intolerable miſeries of a never-dying 
worm and unquenchable fire; rom all the 
dreadful laſhes and cutting reflections of a 
guilty mind, and the horrors and agonies of 
endleſs deſpair. And muſt it not be own'd, 
that the miniſterial work, which is deſign d 
and fitted (and has always in ſome meaſure 
been effectual) for the advancement of ſuch 
great and excellent purpoſes, is a good work? 
and that thoſe, who in good earneſt apply 
«aaa to it, and conſcientiouſly per- 

form 
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form every part of it with theſe views, are 
uſefully employ d? That while they endea- 
vour, by their inſtructions, admonitions, re- 
proofs, exhortations and prayers, together 
with the influence of a good example, to 
mend the world, and reform mankind, and 
ſo help to preſerve them from all that's for- 
midable, and lead them on to the poſſeſſion 
of all that's deſirable, they are engaged in 
a profitable ſervice? profitable to others, and 
3 ſo to themſelves. For tho, as I 
ſaid, they may not expect (generally ſpeaking) 
to get very much by it, according to the com- 
| mon notion of gain yet while: they are dili- 
| gent and faithful, they'll find that in their Ja- 
bour there is real profit, and that it will turn to 
| good account, and be unſpeakably more gain- 
| ful than any worldly advantages could make 
it. Their work is ſo good, that tis its own re- 
| 


ward; and while they ſtudy. the benefit of 
others, they promote their -own. As their 
proper buſineſs leads them to a more intimate 
converſe with divine things, to more accurate 
ſearches into the ſacred records, and a greater 
frequency in all the retir'd. exerciſes of devo- 
tion, than can be thought practicable to moſt 
others, whoſe affairs and engagements in life 
will not. admit of ſuch an abſtraction from 
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the world, fo every good miniſter of Feſiis 
Chrift knows how great an advantage this is, 
nor will he wholly negle& to improve it. 
While ſuch are making preparation for the 
inſtruction of others, they can't fail to inſtru 
themſelves, nor be altogether unaffected with 
thoſe awful and affecting things which they 
deliver to their hearers. While their thoughts 
dwell upon ſubjects that are of infinite con- 
ſequence, they'll find themſelves impreſs'd, 
awaken'd, enliven'd, diſpoſed to form reſo- 
lutions of a ſuitable conduct, in a dependance 
on divine aſſiſtances, which theyknow are as ne- 
ceſſary for themſelves as their people. Their 
exhortations to duty will be attended with pe- 
nitent reflections on their own neglects, and 
with renewed ſelf- obligations to greater dili- 
gence and fidelity in their maſter's ſervice. 
The moving repreſentations they make of the 
amiableneſs and excellence of religion, and 
the happineſs of it's votaries; of the malignity 
of ſin, and the miſery of ſinners; their en- 
deavours to promote a love to the one, and a 
hatred of the other; their lively penetrating 
and engaging forms of addreſs to the reaſon 
and conſciences of thoſe who attend on their 
miniſtrations; muſt needs have ſome happy 


influence on themſelves: Nor will they be 
8 D ab le 
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able from time to time to repeat their ſerious 
warnings and calls to ſinners, to ſet before 
them the terors of the Lord, and perſuade 
them 7o flee from the wrath to come, without 
conſidering how deplorable their own con- 
dition muſt be, it they ſhould reach others, 
but not themſelves, and after they have preach- 
ed to others, ſhould themſelves be caſt away *, 
diſapproved and finally rejected of God, And 
how proper is ſuch a-thought to excite and 
| engage them toa becoming care and ſolicitude to 
recommend themſelves to the divine approba- 
tion, by a ſincere diſcharge of their duty, 
and prompt them to labour, that they may 
be accepted of the ſovereign judge, to whom 
they as well as their people are accountable ? 
And how vaſtly advantageous to them is the 
miniſterial employment, when ſuch a pre- 
vailing temper and behaviour is the growing 
fruit of it, and when they thus attain a rati- 
onal confidence towards God, through Jeſus 
Chriſt, who will reward his faithful miniſters 
with diſtinguiſhing marks of eſteem and af- 
fection in the great day of his appearing ? Nor 
will bat reward be diſpenſed according to the 
ſucceſs, but the ſincerity of their endeavours 
to anſwer the great ends of their miniſtry, 


* 1 Cor. ix. 27. J 
an 


a good Work. 27 
and they'll be aygfiveet ſavour unto God in them 
that periſh, as Ky as them that are ſav'd*. 
If ſinners will remain impenitent, and obſti- 
nately ſet againſt all the methods of convicti- 
on and reformation ; if they will go on hard- 
ning their hearts, after a long ſeries of at- 
tempts to ſoften them, after all the labours 
and prayers of their miniſters, who are af- 
fectionately deſirous of their good, and long 
after them in the bowels of Feſus; the blood 
of ſuch will not lie at thezr door: their work 
is left with the Lord, and their judgment and 
reward with their God ; their reward which 
they ſhall in no wiſe loſe, tho' they loſe their 
labour as to great numbers of their hearers, 
and ſpend their ſtrength for nought, and in vain, 
They that make it their buſineſs to turn many 
to righteouſneſs, ſhall ſhine with a peculiar 
luſtre in' the heavenly world, and receive 
from the chief ſhepherd a crown of glory that 
fadeth not away . So profitable is the mi- 
niſterial work, and ſo juſtly does it deſerve to 
be call'd a good work. Which conſider'd, 
you'll expect I ſhould add, 

3. 'T1s G600D, that is, pleaſant. The ad- 
vantage attending it, which I have very im- 
perfectly repreſented, can't be reflected upon, 
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without giving us a delightful view of it, 
and convincing us that thoſe who are fincere- 
ly engaged in it, may find much ou 1 
the diſcharge of it. It muſt be own'd, 

not without its difficulties and —— 
ments, as tis a laborious, painful work, if 
it be minded and follow'd as it ought to be; 
ſo thoſe who are faithful muſt expect a va- 
riety of oppoſition in it. That infidelity and 
profaneneſs, that worldlineſs and ſenſuality, 
that pride and envy, that ignorant and bitter 
zeal, that ſuperſtition, bigotry and enthu- 
ſiaſm, which are continually working and 
appearing every where more or leſs in a diver- 
ſity of forms, muſt needs give them uneaſi- 
neſs; nor is it any wonder if they frequently 
feel the effects of theſe corrupt diſpoſttions. 
And when they find their hopes of ſucceſs 
diſappointed, and perceive that many of their 
people won't hearken to them, nor be per- 
ſwaded to abandon their luſts, no, not to ſave 
rheir fouls, but ſtill appear enemies to the crofs 
of Chriſt x, neglecting the great ſalvation, 
working out their own damnation, and ghory- 
ing in it ; no wonder if they tell the melan- 
choly fry (as the great Apoſtle did) with a 
Weepy ng eye, and an aching heart, But not- 
* Phil. iii. 18, 
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withſtanding, this, it may be truly affirmed, 
that the work of a miniſter is a pleaſant AY 
"Tis undoubtedly ſo, where the inclination 
leads to it, and the heart is in it. Such can 
ſay, as their great maſter before them, my meat is 
to do the will of him that ſent me, and to finiſh 
his work *. If they have a taſte for divine 
things, as every good miniſter has, ſuch a 
pleaſure will reſult from their daily converſe 
with them, as will be more than ſufficient to 
ballance all their pains and trouble of every 
kind, While they are providing food for 
their flocks, they'll richly entertain and feaſt 
themſelves, and will find in the word of God 
(which 'tis their buſineſs to ſtudy) a reliſhing 
{ſweetneſs ſuperior to all other gratifications. 
AND will they not with pleaſure publiſh 
the glad-tidings of goſpel-grace, and carry to 
their hearers the grateful meſſages of recon- 
ciliation and peace with God, thro' a facri- 
fic'd, riſen, aſcended, interceding Saviour, who 
will give eternal life to all his followers ? Will 
not the divine, exceeding great and precious 
promiſes, which they recommend to others 


as a never-failing ſource of comfort and joy, 
be the ſame to themſelves ? 


2 Johniv, 34. 
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. AxD while they conſider, that the deſign 
of their employment is to do the greateſt 
good, to advance the glory of their Creator, 
and the happineſs of their fellow-creatures, 
what pleaſure muſt they feel when they are 
thus employed? To be eminently uſeful is 
highly grateful and agreeable to a generous 
mind. The gofpel-miniſtry1s an office of kind- 
neſs, and thoſe who diſcharge it well will find 
ſatisfaction in inſtructing the ignorant, in com- 
forting the feeble- minded, in ſupporting the 
weak, in ſpeaking a word in ſeaſon to the de- 
jected and diſconſolate, and doing their beſt 
to reclaim the looſe and vitious, as well as 
confirm and eſtabliſh the vertuous and good; 
eſpecially when there are conſiderable ap- 
pearances of the deſirable effects of their en- 
deavours. How great ſatisfaction to find he 
goed pleaſure of the Lord proſper in their 
bands? and to be able to ſay to their people, 
Le are the epiſtles of Chriſt miniſtred by us * 
Ze are cur work, and the ſeals of our minfiry 
in the Lord. What is our hope, our Joy, or 
crown of rejoicing? Are not even ye in the 
preſence of our Lord Feſus, at his coming? 
for ye are our glory and joy r. They rejoice 
greatly when they ſee them walking in the truth, 


2 Cor. vi. 3, + 1 Theſſ. ii. 19, 20. 
This 


à good Work. 371 


This bears them up under their diſcourage- 
ments; this lightens their burden: Nay, they 
can tale pleaſure in infirmities, in diſtreſſes, 
in reproaches, and perſecutions for the ſake of 
Chriſt, and even glory in tributation, when 
they ſee the fruit · of their labours, in the re- 
gular and exemplary deportment of thoſe who 
5 are committed to their charge. This will put 
life into them, as it did into the firſt preach- 
ers of the Goſpel : We are comforted (ſays the 
Apoſtle to the Theſſalonians) in all our af- 
fliftions and diſtreſſes by your faith: for now 
we live, if ye ſtand faſt in the Lord; for 
what thanks can we render again to God for 
you, for all the joy wherewith we joy for your 
ſakes before our God, When they ſee reaſon 
to hope that God is pleaſed to make uſe of 
their miniſtry in promoting the ſalvation of 
ſouls (and if they are faithful, they will not 
fail to have ſome evidence thereof) it can't 
but give them great ſatisfaction and plea- 
ſure; which will be increaſed by the believ- 
ing, realizing views of that joy unſpeakable 
and glorious, which they ſhall enter into when 
they reſt from their labours, and their works 
fallow them, and the good maſter, who em- 
ployed them, will publickly own them and 
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applaud them as his good and faithful ſer- 
vants,. How pleafing a thought muſt it be 
(and how can they neglect often to entertain 
it) that they and the people who by their 
miniſtry have heen train'd up for heaven, ſhall 
all meet there at laſt,andjoirftogether through. 
out endleſs ages in celebrating the praiſes of 
divine grace, which crown'd their labours with 
ſo much ſucceſs? Such exerciſes of faith and 
hope, which their proper employment leads 
them to, muſt be very delightful and enter- 
taining-----Now if all theſe things be laid to- 
gether, if it be conſider d, how honourable, 
how profitable, how pleaſurable the work of 
the miniſtry is, will it not par to be a 
good and defirable work ? 


Lr me now make a few practical reflec 
tions on the whole. And | 


1. Wr learn from what has been faid con- 
cerning the work of the miniſtry, that thoſe 
who faithfully diſcharge it lay a juſt claim to 
the affectionate regards of the people. Are 
they engaged in fo honourable and uſeful a 
ſervice? then *tis unjuſt and ungtateful to 
flight and negle& them. Private Chriſtians, 
if they behave well in their reſpective ſpheres 
of action, are entitled to our eſteem and at- 

tection ; 
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fection; nor can we obſerve perſons con- 
ſcientiouſly performing the duties of their 
ſeveral ſtations in life, and not value them, if 
we have any value for true goodneſs. Goſ- 
pel-miniſters then, who are in a good meaſure 
qualify'd for their office, and ſolicitous to 
anſwer the great ends of it, won't be deſpis d, or 
unkindly treated by ſuch as think the goſpel 
a privilege, and are appriz'd of the worth of 
ſouls. | Nor was that exhortation of the 
Apoſtle to the Theſſalonians peculiar to them, 
but deſign'd to be of uſe to Chriſtians, in 
ſucceeding ages of the church; 1 Ep. v.12, 
13. We beſeech you, brethren, to know them 
which labour among you, and are over you in 
the Lord, and admonifh you, and to efteem them 
highly in love for their work jake, The good 
work which miniſters apply themſelves to with 
a ſuitable concern, and their ſerious endea- 
vours to ſpread practical religion, do moſt 
certainly demand your cordial reſpect, with 
all the proper expreſſions of it. And how 
faſhionable ſoever it be to run down a Goſpel- 
miniſtry, and Pour contempt on thoſe who 
are employ'd in it; tis very unreaſonable: 
and while men affect to ſhew their ww, in ri. 
diculing that which is evidently of ſuch im- 
Poriayce to the welfare of mankind, they 
| E diſcover 
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diſcover their want of vd. You will 
not ſuppoſe that I am here juſtifying the ex- 
orbitant claims of eccleſiaſtical authority, nor 
pleading the cauſe of thoſe who manage as 
lords over God's heritage, or of thoſe who 
appear not to dire the work while they bear 
the office and character of miniſters of Chriſt ; 
who manifeſt a far greater concern about ſe- 
curing and enlarging the ſecular emoluments 
of their function, than diſcharging the du- 
ties of it; and who, while they negle& their 
proper work, engage in the works of the 
Held, and the devil; whole lives are repugnant 
to their doctrine, and who are a ſcandal and 
reproach to their character: For ſuch as theſe 
I have nothing to ſay; nor can they ever 
maintain the honour of their miniſtry, or 
reaſonably challenge or expect the regards of 
the people. They may talk as much as they 
pleaſe of the ſacredneſs of their office, and 
of the authority with which they are veſted, 
demanding ſubmiſſion and veneration: fuch 
diſcourſe will have no effect upon the thinking 
part of mankind, nor will it be poſſible for 
them to engage the reſpect of ſuch, while 
they take methods to render themſelves vile 
and contemptible; nor will they be able to 
make W for their want of religion, by 


their 
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their — zeal for thoſe things which are 10 
part of it. They may pretend, they, and 
none but they, are miniſters by a divine 
right ; while wiſe and pious obſervers. will 
infer from their conduct, that they are really 
10 miniſters at all, nor have receiv'd any com- 
miſſion from Chriſt. So that the mere name 
and character, without a ſuitable manage- 
ment, gives no juſt title to a particular regard 
and eſteem; but on the contrary produces the 
greater diſlike and averſion in all thoſe, who 
have any concern for the honour of religion, 
or defire of its prevalence in the world; 
which nothing tends more to prevent, than the - 
floth, and negligence, and looſe converſations 
of its miniſters. 

BuT thoſe who, conſider the *! * 
duty of their office, and are in a good degree 
careful to perform it, are, doubtleſs, to be 
valued and reſpected. Let the elders that rule 
well (ſays the Apoſtle) be counted worthy of 
double honour ; eſpecially they wwho labour in 
the word and doctrine x. Their labours and 
ſervices juſtly demand thankful acknowledg- 
ments and returns from the people to whom 
they miniſter ; who ought to endeavour to 
make them eaſy in all reſpects, to priae t their 
labours, to be tender of their reputation, to 
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put the moſt favourable conſtruction on their 
words and actions, and to make them the 
common allowances due to the frailty of hu- 
man nature; remembring that they are men of 
hike paſſions with others: finally, to contri- 
bute according to their abilities, for their 
comfortable ſubſiſtence, conſidering their 
doing ſo, not as an act of mere kindneſs, 
but of plain equity, and the payment of a juſt 
debt; knowing our Lord hath ordained, that 
they who preach the Goſpel ſhould live of the 
Goel; and being diſpoſed to obey that 
command, Let him that is taught in the word, 

communicate to him that teacheth in all good 
things 1. 

2, Ir the 8 10 the mini be ſo 
gooll & dor, then let none think themſelves, 
or their deareſt relatives, 709 good for it, or 
imagine they can make choice of a better em- 
ployment. Tis pity thoſe who are not deſ- 
titute of requiſite qualifications for this, ſhould 
turn their thoughts to other profeſſions; for 
no other reaſon but becauſe his has more 
difficultres, or fewer temporal advantages at- 
tending it. Tis pity too, that any ſhould be 
fo intent upon ſeeking great things in the 
workd for thoſe who. are under their Care, as 
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to diſcountenance and check, inſtead of en- 
couraging and cheriſhing any appearing incli- 
nations to this good and defirable work. I 
have indeed ſometimes wonder' d, that ſo 
many perſons of conſideration in the world, 
who are in the judgment of charity friends 
to religion, ſhould be ſo backward to give 
their children, of a promiſing genius, a libe- 
ral education, with this view, that they ſhould 
reckon the miniſtry too mean and low an em- 
ployment for them; and chuſe rather to place 
them in ſuch a way of life, as will neceſſarily 
lay them open to great and dangerous temp- 
tations, and render it very difficult for them 
to. preſerve. their innocence and keep a good 
conſcience. _ 

SoME, perhaps, may be here ready to urge, 
that an objection of this ſort lies againſt the 
molt publick celebrated places of education; 
that they have been repreſented as nurſeries 
of- debauchery, as well as learning, and that 
vices flouriſh there, as much as arts and fci- 
ences. I would fain hope there is not /6 
much ground tor this ſuggeſtion as a great 
many imagine. If there be any, tis, doubt- 
leſs, a conſideration that will have weight 
with all good people, who will be afraid to 
Feature - thoſe, for whoſe welfare they have 

the 
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the tendereſt concern, in ſuch places (whatever 
profeſſion they are deſigned for) where their 
minds and manners are likely to be cor- 
rupted. But, as I preſume 'twill be allow'd 
there are none ſuch amongſt us; nor any im- 
ploy'd as futors, who are not ſollicitous to 
poſſeſs their pupils with a ſenſe of vertue 
and religion, as well as acquaint them with 
the various parts of literature and uſeful know- 
ledge; ſo this can be no good reaſon why = 
any of us ſhould reſolve againſt dedicating our 
children to the ſervice of the altar. We may 
bring them up for it without running ſuch 
hazards as the objection ſuppoſes ſome others 
do; without remarkably expoſing them to the 
influence of bad company, and bad exam- 
ples; or laying them under the neceſſity of 
taking oaths, which it can't be expected they 
ſhould keep, and ſubſcribing articles of faith, 
which it can't be ſuppos'd they have examin'd, 
or gat all conſider'd; and without incurring 
the danger of their taking in early prejudices, 
and having their ſpirits imbitter'd againſt good 
people who happen to differ from them; the 
danger of imbibing principles of diſloyalty 
and diſaffection to the government, and of 
uncharitableneſs to their fellow- chriſtians. 
And ſo the mention'd objection, as to ws, can 
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be of no force ; nor can the ſnares attending 
the education of our children for the miniſtry, 
be juſtly conſidered as a bar to it ; and why 
ſhould we ſuffer any other regards to prevail 
and determine us againſt it? Give me leave to 
aſk, why ſhould thoſe callings be ſo much pre- 
ferr'd that relate only to this mortal life, and 
terminate in the body? Can you fay, thoſe are 
more honourably or beneficially employ'd, 
who devote themſelves to ſuch ſtudies, labours 
and cares, as tend only to the accommodation 
and ſupport of the outward man, than thoſe 
whoſe buſineſs tis to dreſs and improve, to 
beautify and adorn the inward, and to form 
ſouls, under - God, for an everlaſting world 
of complete felicity and glory ? and what 
occupation (I beſeech you) is exempt from 
difficulties, and from a variety of diſagreeable 
incidents and occurrences? Why may not 
your friends live as comfortably in this, as in 
any other employment? Do you know any 
that's really better in its nature and conſe- 
quences; that's more conducive to the true in- 
tereſt of thoſe who are ingag d in it, as well 
as thoſe to whom they miniſter? If not, why 
ſhould this be one of the laſt you would chuſe 
for them? Is ſuch a temper and conduct ſuit- 
able to that concern for the adyancement of 

religion, 
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religion, which you would be thought to be 
govern'd by, or your belief of thoſe exalted 
degrees of happineſs in the next world which 
faithful miniſters are entitled to? -I wiſh this 
matter may be better conſider d by chriſtians, 
who profeſs to /eek not their own things, but the 
things of Jeſus Chriſt, and to devote their all 
to his ſervice : that no worldly conſiderations 
may be effectual to prevent the deſigning and 
training up thoſe for ſo good a work, who 
appear to have hopeful capacities and diſpo- 
fitions, and who would probably be ſervice- 
able to his intereſt under the character of his 
miniſters. bn 
3. and laſtly, * fn us all be ſenſible — 
oh it concerns us to further and promote, 
in our reſpective ſtations and capacities, the 
ſucceſs of that good work wherein miniſters 
are engag d, and thoſe valuable ends for 
which the r e inftinnted and deign'd. 
We who have taken this office upon us, ſhould 
be ever ſolicitous to behave anſwerably to the 
excellence and importance of our function 
and character; and to comport therewith by 
ſuch a regular and exemplary conduct as tends 
effectually to recommend the religion we preach, 
and to diffuſe the ſavour of it around us. Ours 
is a good work, As we ſhould be thankful to 
him 
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him who hath called us to it, ſo we muſt 
take heed that our good be not evil ſpoken of, 
and that the miniſtry be not blam'd on our ac- 
count. Tis an honourable work : Let us never 
ſtoop to any thing that's baſe and diſhonour- 
able; but in all things approve ourſebves the 
miniſters of Chriſt, and be patterns of good 
works ; examples to the believers, in word, in 
converſation, in charity, in ſpirit, in faith, 
in purity ; demeaning ourſelves ſo as to con- 
ciliate the love and reſpect of the wiſe and the 
good ; being diligent in performing the uſe- 
ful work we have undertaken, that it may 
be pleaſant to us, and attended with comfort- 

able ſucceſs. Let us remember that this 
good work deſerves our beſt endeavours, de- 
mands the moſt intenſe ſtudy and application, 
the greateſt life and ſeriouſneſs, the moſt ſe- 
raphick ardours of ſoul, and moſt vigorous 
exertion and imployment of our faculties 2 
nor let us be flothful 1 in it, but with our ſpirit 
ferve our God in the goſpel of his ſon. Let our 
zeal bear ſome proportion to the dignity of 
our truſt; and be increas'd by the conſide- 
ration of the ſhortneſs of our time, as well as 
the greatneſs of our work, and the uncer- 
tainty of our opportunities for the performance 


of * ever keeping the great ends of our 
F miniſtry 
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miniſtry in view; and laying out our care, 
not upon thoſe things which have no tendency 
to edification, but upon the eſſential and in- 
diſputable matters of our holy religion care- 
fully avoiding every thing which is likely to 
hinder the good effect of our labours. 
Lr us keep within our proper ſphere, 
ad not meddle with what does not belong to 
us; nor fancy our work in ſome inſtances to 
be more extenſive than it is, while we con- 
tract it in others: Let us take heed that we 
don't exceed our commiſſion, nor aſſume any 
powers which were never given us: Let us 
never affect to have dominion over the faith 
and conſciences of others; but let it be our 
utmoſt ambition to be helpers and promoters 
of their holineſs and joy. Let us give no juſt 
occaſion for any to charge us with an inva- 
ſion of our Lord's prerogative; but teach 
people to obſerve whatſoever he hath com- 
manded, and nothing elſe, nor make any 
thing neceſſary to be believ'd or practis d 
which he hath not declar'd to be ſo; being 
always diſpoſed to give others the liberty vue 
take, and to adviſe them to ſearch the Scrip- 
tures, and judge for themſelves. Nor let us 
ever, by our own practice, juſtify thoſe who 
take ungenerous methods to weaken our 
hands, 
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hands, and hinder our ſucceſsful progreſs in 
the good work to which we are called. Let 
us pity, and not imitate ſuch. as are employ'd 
in the evil work of defamation ; and howe.. 
ver others carry it towards us, let us be de- 
termined to behave as the ſervants and fol- 
lowers of a meek and lowly Jeſus: Let us ab- 
hor the thoughts of advancing our ſelves by 
depreſſing our brethren, of raiſing our own: 
reputation on the ruins of theirs ; and let us 
ever (as * one finely expreſſes it) ſeorn a 
ee glory which can't ſhew itſelf but in an 
<« eclipſe.” 

Nox let us be diſcourag d and eam d 

by the difficulties that attend us in our work. 
"Tis a god work, we ſerve a good maſter, 
we are engaged in a good cauſe, and we have 
a good hope, thro grace, that all will iſſue 
well at laſt. Let this be our ſupport under 
any bad treatment we meet with 1 an the diſ- 
charge of. it; and let us go on with the deſign 
of ſaving ſouls, animated and enlivened by 
ſuch . and views; — imploring 
own; that, being Ve in the grace, that i is 
in Chriſt Feſus, we may fulfil the miniſtry. We 
Dr. Mir in — lng ut the onlination of 
U o0730Y n ien 107 
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have received of him, and not faint in our 
| minds. 9904 
Ap how much Des it concern thoſe who 
are under the care of goſpel-miniſters, to uſe 
their endeavours that the good work may be 
attended with anſwerable ſucceſs, and hearti- 
ly to fall in with the great deſign which 7hey 
are purſuing? You have reaſon to ba thankful 
(my friends) for ſo glorious and uſeful an in- 
ſtitution, and to adore the goodneſs of God, 
who has made ſuch wiſe proviſion for your 
fpiritual and eternal welfare. Let it appear 
you are ſenſible of your obligations to him 
for this kind diſpenſation, by making a ſui- 
table improvement of it. Aſſiſt us, we be- 
ſeech- you," in ſupporting the credit of our 
miniſtry, and let your pious and holy lives be 
our letters of commendation, to be read and ſeen 
of allmen. Twill be really no advantage to 
you that' your miniſters are employ'd 1 in ſo 
Sund a 49rk, but, on the eontrary, an aggra- 
vatiôn of your guilt and miſery, if you dont 
fineerely aim at gerting good by their miniſtra- 
tions If you are backward to attend upon 
them, or do it with a heedleſs indifference, 
notrerfiving the truth in the Tove of it, nor en- 
Heayouring to. impreſs the ſenſe, of the ward 
you hear, an your hearts and conſciences, that 
end 8 1 your 


4 good Work. 45 
your temper and converſation may be regu- 
lated and govern'd by it: I you have a form 
of godlineſs, but deny the power of it * : If 
you can content yourſelves with the uſe of 
the external means, and the performance of 
the inſtrumental duties of religion, without 
ſtriving to reach the great ends and purpoſes 
of divine inſtitutions, for which alone they 
are to be valu'd: If you think you act your 
part well enough while you keep your church, 
and are reſpectful to your miniſters, tho? 
you can live in the fins they warn you againſt, 
and have no mind to practiſe thoſe rules of 
piety and virtue which they recommend : It 
it be thus, how unprofitable to you muſt the 
work of the miniſtry be? and how much un- 
kindneſs to thoſe who are engag'd in it, as 
well as to yourſelves, will you thus diſcover ? 
Thus you'll grieve them, and ruin yourſelves at 
the ſame time. Let me intreat you then, for 
their fakes and your own, to do your part 
towards promoting the ſucceſs of their mi- 
niſtry ; own it, and honour it, and expreſs 
your value for it, by complying with the in- 
tention of it; by believing and obeying the 
Goſpel which they preach, who as workers to- 
r. w_ God, beſeech you char not 
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the grace of God in vain . Let that grace 
effectually teach you to deny ungodlineſs, and 
all worldly lufts, and to live ſoberly, righteouſly, 
and godly, in this preſent world +. Nor let 
your miniſters have cauſe to complain now, 
or be call'd to teſtify againſt you in the great 
day, that you would not hearken to their re- 
port, nor receive their meſſage; that all they | 
offer d to your conſideration, to ingage you in 
their maſter's intereſt, -was loſt upon you, and 
you would not come to him that you might have 
life. Oh let not this be the dreadful caſe of 
any of you! but be perſuaded, in this day of 
your viſitation, to know the things relating to 
your peace, before they are bid from your eyes. 
Fulfil ye the joy: of your miniſters in being 
thus minded: Leſſen the difficulties, and in- 
creaſe the pleaſure of their work, by acting 
agreeably to the good advices they give you; 
by your obſervable attachment to vital, un- 
corrupted, and catholick chriſtianity; by 
the eee, expreſſions of loue to the Lord 
Jeſus, and all the ſaints, of whatever deno- 
mination or perſuaſion ; by your readineſs to 
do good to all as you haye opportunity and 
capacity: particularly, to inſtruct, and coun- 
ſel, and exhort thoſe who are under your more 
* 2 Cor. vi. 1. I Tit. ii. 11, 12. 7 
—_ 
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immediate care and influence ; that they may 
be the more diſpos'd-to profit by miniſterial 
inſtructions and exhortations. By theſe and 
other inſtances of a behaviour becoming the 
Goſpel of Chriſt, be you perſuaded to 
facilitate the work of his miniſters, and 
ſtrengthen their hands in it. Thus make it 
appear that the Goſpel 1 is come to you nt in 
the word only, but in power ; and that thoſe 
who are over you in the Lord have not made 
fruitleſs. attempts to fix you in his ſervice. 
You reckon it a privilege (and tis doubtleſs 
no inconſiderable one) to have the liberty of 
chufing your own miniſters ; but let me beg you 
to conſider that this will ſerve no good purpoſe 
at all, if you don't chu/e to follow their di- 
rections, and 7 adorn the doetrine they deliver, 
by a ſuitable conduct. May this be your con- 
ſtant care, 

May you, in particular, who ſtatedly wor- 
ſhip in this place, ſincerely reſolve to encou- 
rage the worthy perſon you have choſen to 
ſerve you in your higheſt concerns. May 
you encourage-him.in the work which he de- 
fires and devotes himſelf to, by the viſible 
proofs of its ſucceſs upon you, by your en- 
deavours to walk ſo as fo pleaſe God, and 7o 
abound in all the fruits of righteouſneſs and 

| | goodneſs, 
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goodneſs, which are by Jeſus Chriſt, to the glory 
and praiſe of God. To this end, be frequent 
and fervent in your prayers for him, and 
for yourſelves ; remembering that all our ſuf- 
ficiency is of God, and that, whoever plants 
or waters, tis HE that giveth the increaſe. 
And let us all at this time join in our earneſt 
addreſſes to heaven for a plentiful effuſion of 
the Divine Spirit on miniſter and people; 
that He may come to them in the fulneſs of 
the bleſſing of the Goſpel of Chriſt, and They 
may receive him in_the Lord with all glad. 
eſs; and there may be ſuch an harmoni- 
ous concurrence in carrying on the good 
2work, that both he that preacheth, and they 
that hear, may at laſt rejoice together! 
Which Gud of his infinite _y grant. 
. 


THE 


Religion appears in the ſupe- 
rior excellence of its doctrines 
and precepts, and the excel- 

lLlence of theſe in their mani- 
feſt — to promote the glory of God, 
and the happineſs of mankind; ſo the great 
uſefulneſs of the Chriſtian Miniſtry is alike 
obvious to all conſidering perſons, from the 
original deſign of it, to inſtruct men in this 
excellent, this divine, religion, and to per- 
ſuade them to live agreeably to it, in certain 
hope of the reward of eternal life through 
Jeſus Chrift our Lord: the ſerious thought 
of which muſt yield very great ſatisfaction 
to all fincere, intelligent, Chriſtians, And I 
particularly mention it for your encourage- 
ment, Sir, who have been now ſeparated to 
this ſacred office, as well as fheirs who have 
called you to labour among them in the word 
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and doctrine, and of any others that are pre- 
_ and witneſſes on this folemn occaſion. 

| Waex, with the dignity and importance 
of the paſtoral care, there is a happy con- 
currence of the qualifications of the perſons 
devoting themſelves to it (which we have 
good reaſon to think is the caſe here) no 
proſpect can be more agreeable, no juſter 
ground of rejoicing, to the church of Chriſt, 

IN the few things of which I would briefly 
put you in remembrance at this time, I ſhall 
take my riſe from the Apoſtle Pauls exhortation 
to his ſon Timothy, 1 Ep. iv. 16. Take heed 
to thyſelf, and to thy doctrine; continue in 
them : for in doing this, thou ſhalt both * 
thyſelf, and them that hear thee. 

You ſee, Sir, here is the end ſuppoſed to 
be aimed at by a faithful Miniſter of the 
Goſpel, viz. his own ſalvation, and the ſal- 
vation of thoſe that hear him ; together with 
the means preſcribed for the attainment of it; 
taking heed to himſelf and to his doctrine: in 
doing which, and ſo continuing, he hath 
the proſpect of ſucceſs to excite and inſpirit 


Can there be a nobler end, and of nearer 
concernment to us all, than that here pro- 
poſed? For by ſalvation, in the Goſpel ſenſe 
of the word, every one knows the higheſt 


happineſs 
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happineſs to be underſtood of which man is 
capable; the utmoſt perfection of all his fa- 
culties, and affluence of the moſt ſatisfying 
delights, in the preſence and enjoyment of 
God to eternity: for he is both the ſole Au- 
thor and the ſupreme Object of this felicity, 
to whom, as the eternal fountain of all good, 
be glory for ever. Tis to the praiſe of the 
glory of his grace, that he hath made us ac- 
cepted in the Beloved *. The glory of his 
attributes is the final reſult of all his works, 
of creation, providence, and redemption; in 
which therefore we are to terminate our re- 
gard, 

Axp when we conſider the neceſſity of 
making each of theſe a part of our chief end, 
with the inſeparable connection, and natural 
ſubordination, there is betwixt them, it muſt 
appear ſtrange, that in a caſe fo plain, and 
where all ſides appeal to Reaſon and Scripture 
as the common rule of deciſion, there ſhould 
be ſuch a diverſity (I was going to have faid 
contrariety) in the ſentiments of men about 
theſe things: or, if not in their /entiments 
tbemſelves, yet in their manner of explaining 
them; one repreſenting Se love, another Be- 
nevolence, a third a Zeal for the glory of God, 
as in effect the ſole principle which over- 

* Eph. i. 6. 
G 2 rules 
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rules and ſwallows up the other two. Which, 
perhaps, may in part be owing to their not 
attending to the following plain diſtinction, 
viz. that, if we ſpeak of their reſpective dig- 
nity and importance, it muſt be acknowledged, 
that the firſt in order is the glory of God, 
next to that the general good, and in the 
third and laſt place private felicity. But if 
we conſider the natural progreſs of the mind 
in its operations, we begin with ſeeking our 
own happineſs, then, together with our ideas, 
enlarge. our defires too, to the happineſs of 
others; and from thence riſe to the glory of 
God, as the fartheſt limit of our view: 
while, from an inward conviction of the ne- 
ceſſary relation between them, and the mutual 
happy influence they have upon one another, 
we jointly purſue all three, Nor is there any 
need of our being ſolicitous about the reſſ 
degree of ſtrength with which they act upon 
us; this being an enquiry more curious than 
uſeful, and, generally ſpeaking, not ſo very 
eaſy to be reſolved. Tis enough, that each 
of them powerfully determines us, and in 
perfect concert with the other two. 
Tou ſhalt ſave thyſelf. This is one part 
of the motive made uſe of by the Apaſile 
in order to engage Timothy to the vigorous 
diſcharge of his duty; not barely ſignifying 
what 
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what would be the efe#? of his taking the 
courſe here directed to (of which afterwards) 
but what he might and ought to propoſe to him- 
ſelf, and what the Apoſtle takes it for granted 
he did propoſe, for his encouragement in well- 
doing. 

Self-love is an original affection of our na- 
ture; and the proper object of /e/f-love is /elf- 
Intereſt, or happineſs, truly ſo called. Nor 
does religion aim to extinguiſh this natural 
principle in us, or oblige us to endeavour it; 
but only teach us how to make a right uſe 
of it, by the knowledge it gives us of our 
chief good, and final felicity. 

REGARD that as your higheſt intereſt, which 
zs really ſuch; aſpire to the happineſs ſet before 
you in the Goſpel; and then, that you are 
ſelf-intereſfted, in this ſenſe of the word, will 
be not your crime, but your virtue, a com- 
mendation, not a reproach ; not in the leaſt 
interfering with the defire of pleaſing and 
glorifying God, and contributing to the hap- 
pineſs of your fellow-creatures, but adding 
freſh life and ſtrength to it. Unleſs you are 
concerned for your own real happineſs, you 
will never be ſo for that of others; nor for 
the honour of the Supreme Being, of whom 
you can have no very exalted apprehenſions, 
while you repreſent him not to yourſelf as 
ma the 
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the original fountain of perfection and happi- 
neſs to his intelligent creatures. Nothing 
will awaken the mind of man, naturally in- 
dolent and ſluggiſh, like the proſpect of an 
eternal heaven, the abode of holy and happy 
ſpirits, of ſacred joys, and everlaſting reſt; 
the hope of arriving at theſe bleſſed manſions, 
on the one hand, and the fear of coming ſhort 
of them, on the other. Knowing the mercies 
and the terrors of the Lord, you will be the 
more earneſt to perſuade men to flee from the 
wrath to come, and to lay hold on eternal hfe. 

BEGIN therefore with the care of your 
own ſoul. Conſider well its nature and dig- 
nity,” forget not its danger; labour after the 
aſſurance of your own intereſt in the favour . 
of God, and title to the promiſed reward; 
and the peace and ſatisfaction hence reſult- 
ing will infuſe a ſtrange vigour into your 
faculties, .. quicken your zeal and alacrity in 
the ſervice of your heavenly maſter, and ren- 
der every part of your work ncht more 1 
and delightful. | 

Non is there any fear of your ia 
it; or occaſion for your diſtinguiſhing fo 
nicely, as ſome have done, betwixt being in- 
fluenced by the conſideration of your own 
happineſs, as your own, and as a part of the 
happineſs of the whole, or a means of advanc- 
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ing the glory of God; the latter of which 
they contend for, without allowing of the 
former. This is refining upon things till the 
very ſubſtance of them is quite gone, and can 
anſwer no end, that I ſee, but making ſome 
perſons conceited, with an imagination of 
their having ſoared ſo much aboye the com- 
mon pitch, and others /ad, that ought not 
to be made ſo. When we are enjoined to 
love our neighbour as * ourſelves (not more 
than ourſelves) and have the example of Mo- 
ſes, and of a much greater than Moſes, our 
bleſſed Lord, recorded for our imitation, one 
of whom choſe to ſuffer affliction with the 
people of God, becauſe he had reſpect to 
the recompence of reward , the other for 
the joy ſet before him, willingly endured the 
croſs, deſpiſing the ſhame ; in theſe, and 
ſo in other places, we have our duty ſimply 
propoſed to us, without the leaſt hint of any 
danger we are in of loving ourſelves too 
well, and ſetting too high a value upon our 
own happineſs, ſo as to paſs over the love of 
God, and our neighbour. 

You need not be told, that as a Chri/tian, 
and much more as a Chriſtian Miniſter, you 
ſhould extend your good wiſhes and endea- 
vours yet farther, and ſeek to ſave others as 

Mat. xxii. 39, + Heb. xi. 26. f Heb. xii. 2. 
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well as yourſelf. Thou ſhalt fave thy/elf, 
and them that hear thee. Provided you are 
really ſolicitous about your own ſalvation, 
any ſuch admonition as this will be little 
wanted. You will not, you cannot, in that 
caſe, have reſpect to your own things only, 
but will alſo mind the things of others ; the 
very nature of theſe ſpiritual and eternal things 
being ſuch, that the greater the number of 
the communicants is, the greater in ſome 
ſenſe is the ſhare of every one, at leaſt as to 
the ſatisfaction he hath in them. And, there 
being one heart and one ſoul, no one faith, 
that ought of the things he poſſeſſes is his 
own, but the joy of one is the joy of all. 
Which, by the way, is a thought that does 
not much favour the zarrow ſcheme, which 
contracts the bounds of the divine mercy, 
and ſuppoſes the grace to be the greater for 
the fewneſs of thoſe to whom it is ſhewn : 
as if the happineſs of heaven was not a ſocial 
thing; and the command to rejoice with 
them that rejoice ®, did not imply that our 
joy, and conſequently our obligation to the 
great author of it, is not the leſs, but the 
greater for the extenſiveneſs of the divine 
bounty and goodneſs. I cannot forbear think- 
ing, that had men a greater largeneſs of heart, 


Rom. xii. 15. 
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their notions of the love of God would ordi- 
narily be larger too the defect never lying 
on God's part. 

Ltr me add, while you are earneſtly con- 
tending 10 ſave yourſelf, and them that hear 
you, and to do all the good you can to all, 
what you feel in your own breaſt will be 
a ſufficient conviction of the falſity of their 
notion, who aſſert all benevolence to be no- 
thing eile but felf-love in diſguiſe, differing 
from what is commonly ſo called, only in 
this, that in one caſe ſelf-love goes more di- 
reely to its end, in the other more round 
about, by the way 'of common good, which 
it conſiders and values merely as a means of 
private happineſs. Only obſerve the work- 
ings of your own, mind, and you will find 
this to be a groſs miſtepreſentation of hu- 
man nature, and exceeding unjuſt; for tho 
ſelf love be in nature prior to every other 
affection, and a man” ſuppoſed not to love 
himſelf, could not lobe any perſon or thing 
beſides; becauſe having no happineſs of his 
own, He could have no notion what the hap- 
pineſs of another meant, nor indeed any 
ſuch principle as love and defire in his na- 
ture; yet the idea of benevolence, or the 
good- will we bear to others, is plainly di- 
ſtinet from that of ſelf-love, and may be 
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proved to be ſo by the pleaſure immediately 
ariſing from the happineſs of our fellow- 
creatures, eſpecially when in a great degree 
owing to us; for which pleaſure there would 
be no room, ſuppoſing every man were con- 
ſcious to himſelf that the happineſs or miſery 
of all other perſons were alike indifferent to 
him, any farther than his own happened to be 
connected with theirs ; like thoſe who, be- 
ing embarked in the fame veſſel, and joint 
ſharers in the profits of the voyage, ſhould 
heartily wiſh the -preſervation of the ſhip, 
and help towards it ; but each with a view 
only ,to himſelf, otherwiſe not in the leaſt 
concerned whether it arrived fafe to the in- 
tended haven, or ſunk to the bottom of the 
ocean. 

Social alfections are a credit to human nature. 
There is a pleaſure in the exerciſe of them, 
where only ſome inferior good is to be pro- 
cured; but the divineſt ſatisfaction is when 
we befriend others in reſpect of their higheſt, 
their eternal, intereſts. The ſalvation of. fouls 
i; a glorous end indeed, the vaſt importance 
of the miniſterial office is never more con- 
ſpicuous than in this way of conſidering it; as, 
in this view of it, every one who engages 
in it with right aims, and hath generous | 


_ affeQtions beating i in his breaſt, muſt be di/- 
poſed, 
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poſed, as well as reckon himſelf obliged, to 
do his utmoſt to prevent the miſery and ruin 
of his fellow-chriſtians; thoſe eſpecially of 
whom he hath a more particular charge, and 
to direct, and quicken, and aſſiſt them in 
their purſuit after everlaſting happineſs. If 
the gain of the whole world cannot coun- 
tervail the loſs of a ſingle ſoul, what more 
worthy the ambition of a truly great mind, 
than not to fave one ſoul only (though that 
would richly reward the pains taken to this 
end) but many fouls from death, and to 
conduct them in the paths of righteouſneſs 
and immortality. Think of this, and you 
will hardly need any other motive to the 
faithful diſcharge of your duty.------And yet 
I cannot forbear mentioning this farther con- 
fideration, that in labouring for the ſalvation 
of immortal ſouls, you will have the nobleſt 
of all examples, that of the Son of God, the 
great friend and lover of ſouls, to animate 
you, who for the redemption of the world, 
+ lapſed into a ſtate of extreme ignorance and 
corruption, and to recover that immortality 
which was loſt by the fin of man, became 
incarnate and died. This was the travail of 
his ſoul, to ranſom the ſouls of men; the 
effect of which when he ſees he is fatisfied , 


* Tfaiah liii. 10, 11. 
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finding the pleaſure of the Lord to proſper 
in his hand, and bleſſed with a numerous 
ſeed of righteous perſons like himſelf, -pre- 
pared to enjoy thoſe glorious rewards which 
he procures for, and will finally beſtow upon 
them. =—Though this ſingle inſtance of love 
to the ſouls of men exceeds all others taken 
together, and ſhould, and vill, have more 
weight with every one truly devoted to the 
ſervice of his great Lord; yet it may not be 
amiſs, nay it may be of great uſe, to recol- 
lect any other examples of this kind in a 
lower ſphere ; eſpecially that of the Apoſile 
Paul, who writing to the Philippians *, 
appeals to God as his record, how earneſtly 
he longed after them all in the bowels of 
Chriſt; tells the Corinthians +, that they 
were in his heart to die and to live with them; 
and the Theſſalonians 7, that he reckoned him- 
{.1f to live when they ſtood faſt 1 in the Lord; 

whoſe heart's deſire and prayer to God for 
Irael was, that they might be faved; ready, 
were it proper, to wiſh himſelf accurſed , 
from Chriſt (cut off from all the privileges 

of external communion. with his church) for 
their ſakes, and by a violent death to be of- 
fered up to God on the ſacrifice and ſervice 


Phil. j. s. + 2 Cor. wü. 3. 1 Theſf. ii. 8. 
Rom. ix. 3. x. 1, 
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of their faith whom he had converted to the 
profeſſion of the Goſpel “. _ 

Ix a word then, the end I ſuppoſe you to 
have in view, via. everlaſting happineſs or 
ſalvation, both your own and that of others, 
with the glory of God as the Supreme Au- 
thor, Conducter, and Finiſher of this vaſt 
deſign, muſt, duly conſidered, prove a mighty 
incentive to diligence and reſolution in the 
uſe of all thoſe means by which it is accom- 
pliſhed. 

AND what the principal of theſe means are 

in reſpect of the part which the miniſters of 
the Goſpel have in the converſion and fal- 
vation of ſouls, the Apo/tle hath informed us 
in theſe words, Take heed unto thy ſelf, and 
to thy doctrins. For once, ſuppoſe this ex- 
hortation directed to you; as in effect it is 
in the perſon of Timothy, and to all others 
who have taken the paſtoral charge e 
them. 
Tate heed unto: yourſelf, In general, that 
your character, as a ſincerely good man, a 
diſciple of Chriſt indeed, be unexceptionable; 
and, more particularly, that you do not 
come behind in certain virtues which are 
likely to have a peculiarly 0 influence in 
this matter, 


» Phil. ii. 17. 
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In general, you are to take heed that your 
character, as a perſon of true chriſtian inte- 
grity, be unblemiſhed. Every miniſter of 
the Goſpel ought to be a good man ; this 
qualification is indiſpenſable. It was former- 
ly, by the Heathens themſelves, thought a 
neceſſary qualification for their accompliſhed 
orator, that he ſhould be ſo: much more 
then muſt this be neceſſary for the Chriſtian 
orator, whoſe ſole buſineſs almoſt lies in per- 
ſuading men to be good, that they may be 
happy. I muſt be ſure not to want that my 
ſelf, of the abſolute neceſſity of which I 
am continually endeavouring to convince 
others; and, while I warn them againſt be- 
ing deceived with a wrong notion of genuine 
vital religion, or of their own ſtate and con- 
dition, not to be miſtaken myſelf in theſe 
things, leſt by any means, when I have 
preached to others, I myſelf ſhould be a caſt- 
away. 

Nay ſimply to be good ſhould not content 
you, but you ſhould endeavour to excel; to 
have the evidence of your ſincerity as 
bright and ſtrong, and the objections againſt 
it as few as may be. This is the more 
needful, not only that you may be an exam- 
ple to the flock, which every miniſter ought 


to be, and teach men their duty with 
the 
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the greater force and authority, but to put 
to ſilence the enemies of religion, ſhall I ſay, 
only, or likewiſe add ſome of the friends 
of it too. I fear this latter is too often the 
caſe, in the preſent divided ſtate of the 
Chriſtian church ; that which would other- 
wiſe be a ſufficient proof of a man's goodneſs 
in the judgment of common charity, not 
paſſing for ſuch among thoſe who do not 
ſo well like him on ſome other accounts, 
To bear down ſuch prejudices, a perſon muſt 
not have many failings and blemiſhes ; little 
leſs than demonſtration being admitted, ſome- 
times, by good men one of another, when 
they do not ſerve in the ſame party. Why; 
ſince they are thus unreaſonable, demon- 
ſtration let them have, as far as you are ca- 
pable of giving it, that what they will not 
grant out of charity and equity, they may be 
obliged to do from the irreſiſtible force of 
conviction. | 
THERE are certain virtues which you 
ſhould more particularly cultivate, as they 
are; likely to have a peculiarly good influence 
in this matter, Such, among others, are Hu- 
mility and Meekneſs, Temperance, Sincerity, 
a Contempt of every thing mean and ſordid, a 
Peaceable Temper, Charity, Courage in a good 
cauſe, and, to add no more, Prudence. 
THE 
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Tur more humble and meek you ate, ſo 
as to k your ſelt-eſteem, and your an- 
ger, within due bounds, che more you will 
reſemble your great Lord and Maſter; in 
whom theſe amiable qualities were ſo diſtin- 
guiſhing, that he invites his followers to learn 
them from his example J. Maintain a wiſe 
ſobriety of mind, and ſhew'it In your out- 
ward behaviour, neithef aſſuming honours 
and pre- eminences which de not belong to 
you, nor unſeaſonably and importunately 

challenging thoſe that do; but rather leaving 
others to find out, and freely acknowledge 
what is valuable in you, than pointing it out 
to them, and thereby making them think 
you are too ſenſible of it yourſelf. 

Tus you will enjoy a reſt and tranquil- 
ty of ſoul, which you muſt. not otherwiſe 
hope for, and riſe higher in fayour both 
with God and man, according to our Sa- 
viour's obſervation, that he that humbleth 
Him ſelf ſhall be exalted . Deſpiſe none, and 
yott will not be deſpiſed" by any: Comput 
your own paſſions, and you will have the 
greater aſcendant over the paſſions of other 
wich. | 
2A le ue kues, in reſpect be 
che pleaſures of ſenſe, alike remote from a | 
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ſuperſtitious auſterity on the one hand, and 
whatever borders on too great delicacy or in- 
dulgence on the other, will be of uſe to 
preſerve your faculties in their elearneſs and 
vigour, to guard the freedom of your mind, 
to convince the world that the pleaſures of 
knowledge, of virtue, and devotion, are the 
proper happineſs of the man, and ſo eſteemed 
by you, and to give you the higher reliſh 
of theſe purer and more fublime delights. 

By ſimplicity and "godly ſfinberity, a frank 
open behaviout, void of all guile and artifice; 
you will at once gain the effeem and love of 
thoſe you converſe with,” and be let! into their 
very ſouls, when they can ſee into yours; 
having no reaſon to ſuſpect you of any de- 
ſign upon them, but What you avow, they 
will give the orga heed to all you oy, as 
ſincerely intended for their good. 

""Esprcraily, as this ſincerity is alually; 
if. not always,” joined with an elevation ard 
greatneſs" of foul; that makes a man ſcorn 
every thing mean and fordid. One of this 
character never loveg money ſo well as for 
the ſake of it to act a niggardly, unfriendly, | 
diſhonourable, © not to fay an unjuſt part; 
and, if he take the overſight of the floh of 


God, does it not for filthy lucre, but of a 
I ready 
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ready mind. He values riches only for their 
11%, not for themſeFves, and believes, that as 
God knows what portion of theſe things is 
ſafeſt and beſt for him upon the whole, ſo 
he will give it him; conſidering which, he 
can-be contented without them, and, as the 
conſequence of that, will deſcend to no baſe 
arts to get them, and of what he hath (if 
he hath more than neceſſaries) will rather be 
over liberal than too ſparing. Nothing makes 
a man look ſo truly great in the eyes of the 
world as this noble diſpoſition, while cove- 
eee ſinks the character of any aun, and 
moſt of all of a miniſter. 

Loves: follow, and make Peace. I "Tis 
© the happieſt temper, the moſt divine employ- 
ment, Beſides the reward immediately at- 
tending a.ſtate of tranquillity, you will have 
an opportunity of doing more good, the 
fruit of righteouſneſs being, in this ſenſe, 
ſown in peace, in a calm halcyon. ſeaſon, by 
them that make peace. There are few things, 
truth\.and (honeſty excepted, which a man 
ſhould not be willing. to. facrifice for peace- 
ſake. And bleſſed are all they who are ſo diſ- 
poſed, for they ſhall be called the OR: 
ob Goff: 1. zi 7% 2s „ off 
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Lz your charity never fail, Let not a 
diverſity of ſentiments (but, becauſe this alone 
is a ſmall thing, I therefore add) or unfair 
inſinuations and reflections, manifeſt miſre- 
preſentations, or even deſpiteful and injurious 
uſage, be able to cool, much leſs to extin- 
guiſh, this ſacred fire in your breaſt. - Do good 
to all; think well of as many, and as long 
as you can; and ſpeak evil of none. What- 
ever ſucceſs a blind intemperate zeal may have 
for a time, "ny 1 get the e in 
the end. 

Non will your . peace and>:cha- 
rity, at all interfere with boldneſs and courage, 
and an inflexible conſtancy, in a good cauſe; 
While you allow others a fort of latitude in 
thinking and acting, according to the diffe- 
rent light and manner in which the ſame 
things may appear to the minds of fincere 
Chriſtians themſelves, you are not to vary a 
hair's breadth in your own profeſſion and 
practice from what you apprehend to be right 
and true. Be zealous, - reſolved, and ſtedfaſt, 
though always with a ſpirit of meekneſs, and 
a mind open to conviction, from ohomſoever 
or from Thenceſoever it comes. Thus you 
will beſt anſwer the common objection againſt 
the advocates for peace, and liberty, and cha- 

| I 2 rity ; 
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rityga that tis not a zeal for theſe things, but 
an indifference to the principles of religion, 
that is the true pring 9 reaſon of their con- 
duct. Ine 8 { 
Finally, By no means think prudence, as 
long as it is truly ſuch, and does not dege- 
nerate into craft, a thing to be aſhamed of; 
but get as much of it as you can, and make 
as much uſe of it (always coupling it with 
with ſincerity) ſince all you can get will be 
ſure little enough as times and men now are. 
I will not ſay, that part of our Saviour's ad- 
vice to his Apoſties, be. worſe "03 ferpents'*, is 
Os much in ſeaſon now. as it was at the time 
of :its being it given; but this I will ven- 
ture to ſay, that the preſent is a ſeaſon in 
which it can very ill be ſpared. A man 
bath occaſion for a great deal of prudence; 
that his very goed: be not evil ſpokeniof, So 
many notions, tempers, paſſions, intereſts, 
prejudices, as a miniſter hath to deal with; 
ſo many proud, buſy, officious, ill: deſign- 
ing men as there are, on the one hand, and 
ſou many weak, how well-meaning ſoever, 
on the other; in order to keep clear of all 
offence, he muſt ſteer with uncommon cau- 
. and, if poſſible, make himſelf a ng 
dello ban 315%! . Mat. x. 16. 
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maſter of the art of prudence ; the art, I ſay, 
which hath no other bounds but thoſe which 
the vertue of prudence preſcribes to it. I 
pray God to quicken you in the purſuit, and 
afliſt you in the attainment of his, and every 
other good gift; as you have no reaſon to 
doubt he will, on condition that, humbly 
ſenſible of your dependance upon him, you 
entreat the illumination and aids of his Spi- 
rit, and do not receive them in vain. 

Tu Rother head of advice is, Take heed to your 
doftrine : that you teach truth, and nothing 
but truth, if you can help it, at leaſt nothing 
apparently inconfiſtent with the fundamental 
principles of religion, natural, or revealed; and 
when I ſay apparently, I mean to every Honeſt 
mind, of tolerable capacity, and not clouded 
with prejudice z which too often happens. 
Bor what is truth? and where ſhall we 


find it? As our Saviour foretold, the time 


would come when they ſhould ſay, Lo here 
is Chriſt, or lo he is there ; ſo fares it with 
truth, amidſt. the ſeveral contending parties 
in the Chriſtian world, each pretending to 
have the ſole poſſeſſion of the true doctrine 
of Chriſt, and the ſole right of diſpenſing it. 
If you would know the truth, come to us. 
But I ſhall venture to ſay in this, as our ble/- 
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ſed Lord did in the other caſe, believe it not, 
go not after them; which I intend of follow- 
ing them with an implicit faith, and imitat- 
ing their party-ſpirit; not againſt hearing 
what they have to ſay for themſelves. To 
ſeek after truth in this way, laying aſide 
the Scriptures, or underſtanding them by the 
comments of the ſeveral parties, would be a 
deſperate undertaking. Nay, I do not ſee 
how a man could: come to any determination 
at all, unleſs he was able to reconcile con- 


tradictions, or reſolved right or wrong to 


ſtick to the ſide he was bred up in, or which 
ſome ſecular view led him to eſpouſe. Truth 


s beſt ſought, and eaſieſt found in the Scrip- 


tures themſelves ; here therefore you ſhould 
ſeek for it, yet fo as not to neglect any aſ- 
fiſtance that offers towards your advancement 
in this fort of knowledge, which is the me- 
thoil you take in the other parts of learning, 
ſtill reſerving a right of judging for yourſelf 
upon the whole. Give your attendance to 
reading, meditate on theſe things, give your 
ſelf in a manner wholly to them; and; as 
the reward of your thus diligently ſearching 
the Scriptures with a pure, an upright, and 
a humble mind, you may reaſonably expect 


to tycceed better, and ta have greater degrees 
of 
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of the divine acceptance and illumination, 
than in any other method. Honeſt men 
that think for themſelves, will value you the 
more for doing what they themſelves have 
done, though the conſequence ſhould be your 
differing from them in ſome opinions; and 
„ as for the cenſures of others, who want ho- 
neſty, or whoſe notions are not properly their 
own, but their party's from whom they have 
taken them, they are not worth regarding. 
BsipDEs more direct evidence, truth hath 
very often the advantage of ſome marks by 
which tis characteris d and diſtinguiſh'd from 
falſhood. Errors are apt to claſh, and con- 
tradit one another; but there's a conſtant 
harmony in ruth; and therefore the more 
, connected the ſeveral parts of your ſcheme 
are, and the more ſupport they lend one to 
the other, and derive from thoſe general 
principles which are common to every ſy- 
ſtem, ſo much the better. Where there is a, 
manifeſt inconſiſtency between the principles 
of religion univerſally acknowledged amongſt 
Chriſtians, and ſome other notions which 
men. endeavour to faſten on to them, ſo that 
they cohere no better than the iron and clay 
in the feet of Nebuchadnezzar's viſionary 
image, or rather deſtroy one another, like 


fire 


— 


fei to believe, agreeably to the general ſenſe of mankind, a 
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fire and water (and it were eaſy to name 
ſome doctrines in which this happens *) you 
may be ſure of the falſity of all ſuch notions; 
notwithſtanding the unnatural alliance in 
a0 vain 


» That God is a Being of the moſt perfect rectitude of 
nature, infinitel holy, one that laveth righteouſneſs an hateth 
iniquity, is a principle acknowledg'd by all Chriſtians ;| an 

yet even among Chrittians there are thofe who hold every man- 

character and actions, good or bad, to be originally owing 
to the abſolute decree of God; ſo that whatever canſes the 
evil action imimediately flows from, the w#ll of: God is the ff 
and ſupreme cauſe, in obedience to which all other. cauſes ne- 
ceflirily produce the effects they do, and cannot poſſibly pro- 
duce any other : the conſiſtency of which two, | viz. God's Ha. 
tred of fin, with his decneeing or auilling its exiſtence, they that 
canthew; are humbly d to do ĩt. The ſame 1 
conſtant language of ſcripture, that God is juſt, and good, , and 
atcious, in the higheſt degree of perfection j notwithſtanding 
which, they ſuppoſe the irt man's diſobedience to affect his 
poſterity in ſuch a manner, by imputation or propagation, 
that: they are all deſerving of eternal miſery, and much the 


eprelenting God as acting inconſiſtently with, ſincerity and vet 
75 ; or ſincerity and diſſimulation, veracity and unfaithful-. 
neſs are the fame ching. Whlle, bu db d, all men 
own the truth of this propoſition; that God is no reſpecter gf 


perns, ratified by the conſenting voice of r2a/on and*rewela- 


tion, 
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vain attempted between them and the moſt 
ſacred truths. e. 
_ AnoTHER mark of truth in religion is, 
the good influence it hath upon holineſi, or a 
right temper of mind, and all the duties and 
virtues of a chriſtian life. Practical truth 
grows out of ſpeculative ; at leaſt, can no more 
be hurted by it, than one ſpeculative truth can 
be contrary to, and diſproved by another. 
This is that ſound doctrine of which the A.- 
poſtle Paul fo often ſpeaks in his epiſtles to 
Timothy and Titus; as any one may ſoon con- 
vince himſelf that will but conſult the places, 
particularly, 1 Tim. i. 10. Tit. ii. 1, and 
following verſes. What promotes the morals 
of the Goſpel, and, among theſe, relative 
virtues, tending to ſhew the neceſſity, the 
advantages, and the lovelineſs of them, is 
ſound doctrine; whatever, in its natural 
tion, how many really, or in efe#, deny it, by teaching that, 
in the diſtribution of final recompences, the foundation of God's 
different proceeding with the children of men, is not their 
having acted or not acted according to their different abilities, 
and improy'd or not improv'd the talents committed to them; 
but their being. of a certain number arbitrarily ordained to 
eternal life, or the contrary ? Upon the whole, the peculiar 
principles of this odd ſcheme of doctrine are evidently repug- 
nant to the firſt principles of natural and revealed religion pro- 
feſſedly embrac'd by all Chriſtians, and therefore muſt needs 
be falſe ; and thoſe places of ſcripture that ſeem to favour them 
ought to be taken in another va milder ſenſe, of which they 
are eaſily capable, and which indeed they require, according 
to all the rules of juſt and fair conſtruction. 
Aa Bl | K conſe- 


1 . 
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conſequence, vacates the obligations to à holy 
life, and diſcourages the practice of virtue in 
the whole, or in any particular branches of it, 
is contrary to ſound doctrine, and can never 
make a part of the Chriſtian revelation, which 
is a doctrine according to godlineſs x. 
e on e Amen 


The ſcheme mention'd in the marginal note jult before 
will, upon trial, be found to ſtand this teſt (vis. of the na- 
tural tendency of doctrines to promote or hinder a good life) 
no better than it did the former. Whatever principles deſtroy 
the very notion of moral good and evil, i. e. of virtue and 
vice, holineſs and fin, and all diſtinction between them, have 
a plain tendency to baniſh virtue or holineſs 17% , from the 
earth; for, once a man believes that all actions are alike-mdit- 
ferent, as ta any moral good or evil that is in them, any 
praiſe or blame they deſerve, there can be no room for cen- 
ſcience, Which always ſuppoſes an intrinſick immutable diffe- 
rence in actions, and applauds or reproaches men according as 
they obſerve or neglect this difference in the conduct of their 
lives. But are the principles before-mentioned thus ſubverſive of 
the moral differences of ations ? Moſt certainly. Were there any 
thing morally and unchangeably good, it muſt be a rule of ac- 
tion to God himſelf ; whereas, according to the notion advanced 
by ſome men of the divine Sovereignty, the ſupreme Being con- 
ducts all his proceedings by mere arbitrary will and pleaſure. 

ain, if all things (actions as well as events) are in purfuance 
of abſolute decrees, tis certain that men are not free agents z and 
if men are not free, ſo as to have a powwer to do good or evil, 
they cannot be ag to do the one, and to forbear the other; 
nor can any thing they do be properly good or evil, in a ra. 
ſenſe, being the pure effect of neceſſity. The ſame princi- 
ples enervate all the motives to holineſs from the perftdions 
of God, his goodneſs manifeſted in creation, and; in the courſe 
of his providence, his unſpeakable love in giving his onh- be- 
gotten Sou, that whoſoever believeth in him ſhould not 2 
t have everlaſting life, the death of Chriſt, and his in 
Qing for us; in a word, from the promiſes and threatnings of 
the Goſpel. God, as repreſented by ſome, would not be a pro- 
per object of our imitation, + having no moral perfections for 
us to imitate ; or, which is much the ſame, we — no 

; Ideas 
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Amon other fruits of ſound doctrine, 
there is one that deſerves to be more parti- 
cularly taken notice of, and that is Love, the 
nobleſt paſſion of the human ſoul, and high- 
eſt perfection both of morality and religion. 

Nothing can inſpire a rational love of the 
Deity, but truth, becauſe nothing elſe can 
repreſent him as truly amiable, Juſt notions 
of God do this; while others, inſtead of 
cheriſhing that love of God which caſteth out 
fear, and fills the reaſonable mind with the 
moſt tranſporting pleaſure in the contempla- 


ideas of theſe perfections of holineſs, juſtice, goodneſs and 
truth, a in God, and no other way to gueſs at them but by 
the effects, which, if ſuch as deſcribed by theſe men, would 
make it the moſt unſafe and deceitful rule in the world, to 
act in itnitation of the Deity. | The goodneſs of creation and 
providence would quite vaniſh, as to the non- elect, when ſet 
over againſt the miſeries of an everlaſting ſtate, to which it 
was deſigned to be introductory, and does inevitably lead them: 
no benefit being intended to the von- elect by the mediation of 
Chrift, they could be under no eb/igation for it. And as to 
the promiſes and threatnings of the Goſpel, the non-ele# hay- 
ing no concern with the former, nor the e/z# with the latter, 
one of them would be without hope, the other without 
fear 3 one of them . „ the other ſecure; according to 
mens believing themſelves to be in one or the other claſs, 
And ſhould -it be ſuggeſted, that the decree is unknown to 
them; the anſwer is eaſy, that they know thus much, that 
whatever it be, it will certainly take place in its proper time, 
any thing they do, or can do, notwithſtanding. e conſe- 
quence 8 all which is, that the reſtraints from evil, and all 
motives to that which is good, being removed, men, follow- 
ing theſe principles, would give a looſe to their paſſions, and 
be much worſe than they now are. Whereas, did they act 
up to the contrary doctrines, man would bear A vety great 
reſemblance to God, and earth to heaven, 
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tion of his perfections and works, are, in 
their own nature, good for nothing elſe but 
to beget ſuperſtition in ſome, pride and un- 
charitableneſs in others, a ſecret diſguſt or 
endleſs doubts and perplexities in others, ac- 
cording to the different tempers of mens 
minds. And there's the ſame difference in 
reſpect of mutual benevolence, or love to our 
fellow - creatures, on which ſome principles 
have the moſt friendly, others the moſt ma- 
lignant aſpect; ſome ſoften and enlarge the 
heart, others harden and contract it; ſome 
produce a ſtrong and univerſal. attractian a- 
mong ſouls, others change the attractive into 
a repelling quality: The former notions are 
certainly true, the latter as undoubtedly 
| TE 

buch are the notions which have been tried by the two 

former marks ; they are inconſiſtent with the moſt evident dic- 

tates of reaſon, and deſtructive of ſound; morals, - I now add, 

fatal above all, to love. Is the belief of God's having ap- 
pointed one man to ſalvation, another to damnation, without 
any reaſon for it in the perſons themſelves, only becauſe he 
will do it, a proper foundation to be laid for the love of God, 
whether we take that word as ſignify ing a delightful veneration 
of God's perfections, or grateful ſenſe of his goodneſs to us? 
No, certainly; not even on 1 ALT Jam fully perſuaded 
of my being in the number of the choſen few. Since, if I 

rightly conſidex it, I can never approve a conduct in the greateſt 
of beings, and in the higheſt inkanses, the loweſt degrees of 
which | kouldd abhor and condemn in any other. The greater 

the being, and the more , extenſive and terrible the deſolation 
made by his arbitrary decrees, the more diſpleaſing, inſtead of 


lovely and venerable, muſt is character appear. And — 3 
; ents, 
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THe next care to that of teaching the 
truth, and nothing elſe, ought to be, to in- 
ſiſt moſt frequently and moſt earneſtly on 
thoſe truths that are moſt neceſſary, moſt uſe- 
ful, moſt ſeaſonable. Neceſſary as eſſential, 
or at leaſt very important points of the Chriſtian 
Revelation, without which the general doc- 
trine of the redemption of the world by Jeſus 
Chriſt, and the wiſdom of God in the Goſ- 
pel-conſtitution, cannot ſo well be apprehend- 
ed. Uſeful, for enlightning the mind, in- 
forming the conſcience, purifying the heart, 


benefits, how great ſoever, being conferr'd, not from any de- 
light he takes in my happineſs, Far with the very ſame deſign 
as he makes others miſerable, that is, purely to ſhew his irre- 
ſiſtible power, chey cannot inſpire love: Much leſs ſhall I be 
diſpoſed to love God, if under an uncertainty of my election; 

leaſt of all can I be obliged to love God, or capable of 
doing it, if I think myſelf reprobated by him. By the way, 
this ſhews the difficulty, if not impoſſibility of proving our 
election upon rational grounds, according to thele principles. 
I have no good reaſon to conclude myſelf elected of God, un- 
leſs I love him, and I cannot love him except ] firſt believe my 
ſelf elected, 7. e. according to this ſcheme, not to be arbitra- 
nly rejected by him. As for the love of our neighbour, 
what ſupport can that receive from theſe ill-natur*d principles? 
Will not thoſe whoſe inclinations agree too well with their prin- 
ciples, think themſelves juſtified to hate whom they believe God 
to hate, and be apt to make a ſort of merit of conforming their 
wills and their conduct to his? On the contrary, when 
we believe the mercies of God to be over all his works, and his 
intention to ſave all who by their obſtinate continuance in ſin, 
do not exclude themſelves from the common ſalvation; the 
thoughts of ſuch a glorious deſign naturally dilate the heart in 
love to God and man, and place all men in the moſt amiable 
point of view, as good, or capable of being ſo, and our com- 
panions in bliſs for ever. 

regu- 
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regulating the paſſions, - and. directing the 
courſe of the life ; and /eaſorable, by being 
adapted to the neceſſities, the characters, and 
the circumſtances of hearers. 

Av that the truth may loſe nothing by 
the manner of communicating it, you muſt 
be ſenſible that way ought. to be choſen in 
which i t is conveyed with the greateſt clear- 
neſs to the conceptions of men, the moſt con- 
vincing evidence to their judgments, and .the 
molt forcible and winning addre/5'to their af- 
fections; to the intent they may at once diſ- 
cern the truth, receive it in the love thereof, 
and be engag d to reſolve and act agreeably to 
it. When your own thoughts of things are 
juſt and diſtinct, and your words and 
expreſſions, which are the dreſs of the 
thoughts, like a tranſparent veil, do not hide 
your meaning, but let it be plainly ſeen thro, 
when you neither treat your ſubjects in ſuch a 
2 dry argumentative way as if you were 

talking of things of no importance to your 
ſelf or hearers, and the truth had no charms 
but for the underſtanding; nor yet raiſt the 
affections without laying an anſwerable foun- 
dation in the judgment to ſupport them, but 
endeayour to have a proper mixture of 
— and ſweetneſs of light and warmth 


in 
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in your diſcourſes ; tis then you are likely to 
do moſt ſervice to truth, and to the ſouls of 
men. Reaſon and argument there muſt be, 

or we do not deal with mankind as reaſon- 
able beings : But ' reaſon itſelf dictates that 
there ought to be ſomething beſides ; becauſe 
human nature is not made up entirely . 
reaſon, but of reaſon and affection. 

Sou other things might be nam'd, to 
which you ſhould, and J hope will take heed; 
ſuch as performing all the parts of publick 
worſhip in a decent and edifying manner, a- 
greeable to the Scripture rule, and to the nature 
of Goſpel inſtitutions : privately converſing 
with, adviſing, admoniſhing, and comfort- 
ing your flock, as there is occaſion; con- 
ſtantly in your ſecret devotions, and making 
them ſubſervient and preparatory to your pub- 
lick work. But I ſhall content myſelf to have 
juſt mention'd theſe things, not only becauie 
the Apoſtle faith nothing of them in this place, 
but alſo and chiefly becauſe of their viſible 
dependance upon what hath been before faid ; 
it being impoſſible that a pious miniſter, who 
hath a due concern for his own and the ſalva- 
vation of his hearers, and labours to con- 
form his faith as well as his liſe to the Holy 


Seri iptures, ſhould be careleſs and pe; a- 
ut 


— 
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bout his publick miniſtrations, or any thing 
elſe that may forward or er his princi; 
pal deſign. 13 3 

I nave very little time left to confides 
ah ſucceſs pramiſed to the ſteady obſervation 
of the method here laid down; take heed to 
thy ſelf, and to thy doctrine, continue in 
them, for in ſo doing thou. ſhalt. both, ſave thy 
el, and them that hear thee. The ſaving your 
{lf and others, is ſuppoſed to be the great 
end you have in view (as was ſaid before) and 
it ſeerns in this way, you have the greateſt 
probability of attaining what you aim at: for 
tho men of very indifferent lives may ſome- 
times be inſtrumental in ſaving others by the 
goodneſs, of their doctrine, and ſome who 
hold pernicious doctrines may do much by the 
goodneſs of their lives, and the influence of 
thoſe truths which are mingled with their er- 


rors *; N. it N juſtiy be expected, that the 
greateſt 


927 


It was promis d by our Saviour to his firſt diſciples, that 
if they drank any deadly thing it ſoould not hurt them. We 
may ſay ſomething like this of the pernicious doctrines em- 
brac'd by ſome good men. They embrace them, and yet 
are not hurt by them; nay, and notwithſtanding them, are, 
it may be uſeſul to others, among whom they Fa, once 2 
Ste their virtues and cheir miſtakes. But then, as in het 

mer caſe, what the diſciples drank was — a deadly in its 
own nature, becauſe the operation of it was prevented by i- 
rack; ſo here, mens eſcaping an hurt themſelves, and being 
the inſtruments of good to others, is tio argument of the ia 
nocence, 


* 
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greateſt execution will be done, where both 
theſe, a good converſation and good doctrine, 
are found united. Not that the effect, after 
all, will follow, as to the ſalvation of others, 
without their concurrence, in which they 

are free; but becauſe, having taken the courſe 
now mentioned; you have diſcharg'd your 
duty; which is all that you are anſwerable 
for, ſo as to have rejoicing in yourfelf, and a 
humble affurance that your reward is with 
God, and have ugd the moſt probable means 
of bringing yout hearets to concur with you; 
ſince truth and goodneſs are the beſt engines 
we can imploy in laying ſeige to the hearts of 
men: Nor as if, where the effect does fol- 
low, we were to aſcribe the glory of it to men, 
but to God, by whoſe word and ſpirit it is 
brought about. The neceſſity of. the divine 
aſſiſtance, or co-operation, is one of thoſe | 
things which they that take heed to their doc- 
trine will not fail to teach and inculcate ; 
but then as this aſſiſtance is neceſſary, ſo it 
wocence, much leſs the uſefulne/e of their notions. They may 


be exceeding pernieious in themſelves for all that; only, an 
honeſt heart, and the virtus of ſome excellent truths, like a vigo- 
us antidote, happily cotiniter-at them. A noble medicine * 
May cure, notwithflanding ſome improper ingredients mix'd 
up with it; yet ſtill we ſhould be very much miſtaken to attri- 
{ bute the good effect of the medieine to theſe ingredients, which, 


ni _ help nothing towatds it, perhaps, very much dimi- 
*. 
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may be depended on by all thoſe, whether mi- 


niſters or private Chriſtians, who {ſincerely 


pray for it, and faithfully improve it, tho 


they are not without their imperfections. 
; Uro the whole; what an excellent work 
& it you are engag'd in] and what a glorious 
proſpect lies before you! enough to put life 
and ſpirit into your endeavours, and: to 
render labour itſelf a pleaſure. That God 
. may guide, aſſiſt, comfort, and proſper you 
in the future courſe of your miniſtry, is my 
heart 8 deſire and prayer to God for you; to 
which, I doubt not, all this numerous aſſem- 
Wy fl OTE © ſpan n. 
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